
TOM BAILEY
The Daily Memphian

The Luciann – the vacant movie 
theater building with historic ar-
chitecture but a seedy recent past 
– would be restored for adaptive 
reuses and placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

That’s part of the plan submitted 
to the Board of Adjustment, which 
will review a request for a zoning 
variance for the 80-year-old brick 
structure at 2432 Summer during 
its June 24 meeting.

William Townsend of Townsend 
Development LLC recently bought 
the old theater for $250,000. The 
building had been vacant since 
2017 after serving for years as a run-
down, adult theater.

“Memphis has lost way too many 
old buildings,” Townsend said 
Wednesday. 

“A big part of Memphis’ charm is 
its architecture.”

A big part of his motivation is to 
support the nearby Rhodes College 
by building up the neighborhood. 
He’s a graduate who credits the 
private college for supporting him 
as a student.

Townsend, of both Memphis and 
Los Angeles, is partnering with his 
friend and historic preservation-
ist Scott Blake to transform the 
15,500-square-foot building for 
new uses that may include shop-
front retail.

The goals of the development 
are to: Stabilize an economically 
stressed area of Summer Avenues 
commercial corridor; be a com-
munity-development catalyst for 
the residential neighborhood north 
of the theater; activate retail and 
other commercial uses in the build-
ing; restore the building’s historic 
façade and marquee for the pub-
lic benefit of historic Memphis ar-
chitecture; place the structure on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places; and enhance safety and re-
duce crime “by adding additional 
customer traffic and eyes on the 
street,” the application states.

Blake will serve as project di-
rector. He is executive director of 

Victorian Village Inc. Communi-
ty Development Corp. and board 
member of the Memphis Medical 
District Collaborative.

The front third of the building 
will likely be adapted for retail uses.

Plans for the rest of the building, 
including where the theater had 
been, are clouded somewhat by CO-
VID-19 and the pandemic’s effect on 

the future of public assembly, Blake 
said Wednesday.

At one point, the Luciann was 
fronted by a barber shop on one side 
and concessions for the theater on 
the other, he said.

“We definitely want to reacti-
vate the commercial business part 
of the street,” Blake said. Blake and 
Townsend already have started 

work to get the site on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The designation would help 
qualify the development to receive 
tax credits.

The building was converted into 
a bowling alley in about 1952, then 
became a nightspot before being 
turned into the Paris Adult Theater, 
Blake said.
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The historic Luciann Theater on Summer Avenue will soon get a facelift. The building had been vacant since 2017 after serving for years as 
a run-down, adult theater.� (Mark Weber/Courtesy of The Daily Memphian)

Luciann theater’s new owner 
starts plans for adaptive reuse
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