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William “Bill” Townsend moves 
towards the back of the antebellum 
home at 707 Adams Ave.

“Let’s go back in time,” he says, 
stepping outside onto the patio.

He shifts to his right, pointing 
at a brick facade covered in red 
paint — a clear outline of a doorway 
that’s been mortared over — and 
says, “This must’ve been a sweep-
ing porch.”

Townsend continues sharing 
his logic behind the statement and 
dives into the weeds on the history 
of Memphis’ Victorian Village.

He talks about how this court-
yard likely served as a sleeping area 
during the summer months due to 
the cooler air from the Mississippi 
River bayous creeping up from the 
short hills of what is now Jefferson 
Avenue.

His enthusiasm for history near-
ly overshadows his excitement for 
what the future of the site holds.

Townsend bought 707 Adams on 
Wednesday, May 11, for $725,000, 
according to the Shelby County Re-
cord of Deeds. The historic Pillow-
McIntyre House, categorized as 
Greek revival, dates back to 1852, 
according to Memphis Heritage.

Memphis Heritage CEO Leah 
Fox-Greenberg said Townsend has 
been working closely with their 
team on the best ways to preserve 
the historic building.

It’s a situation she is familiar 
with when working with Townsend, 
who sought their group’s assistance 
after he bought the nearby Lowen-
stein Mansion at 756 Jefferson Ave. 
in October 2021.

Tow nsend a lso prev iou sly 
bought the Masonic Temple for 
$2,225,000 in April 2021.

“When I found out Orleans Sta-
tion was approved, I immediately 
made an offer on it,” Townsend said, 
referring to the Lowenstein Man-
sion at the corner of the block.

Fox-Greenberg said with the de-
velopment around the area at near-
by Orleans Station — as often is the 
case when a development surge hits 
a neighborhood — historic proper-
ties can become casualties in the 
commerce tide.

It’s something she’s not worried 
about with at least two buildings 
in Victorian Village at the moment.

“We are so excited for atten-
tion to be brought to this historic 
home,” she said. “I’m confident 

with a developer like Bill they’ll do 
it right. And I don’t get to say that 
very often.”

For now, Townsend is looking to 
turn the historic building into a bit 
of a smorgasbord for ideas he’s had 
germinating for quite some time. 
For starters, he plans to have the 
building serve as the headquarters 
for his Townsend Development 
team.

Secondly, Townsend will turn 
the 7,500-square-foot building into 
an antique shop. A concept he’s had 
on the back burner since he bought 
and began renovating the historic 
Luciann Theater at 2432 Summer 
Ave. in 2020.

Dozens of old paintings and 
mid-century posters already lay 
stacked against the walls of two 
of the downstairs rooms. Upstairs, 
wooden furniture and even a pho-
nograph decorate the otherwise 
vacant rooms. The majority of it is 
Townsend’s. Remnants he’s picked 
up over the years scouring the an-
tique malls and auctions while he 
was in California.

Townsend, a Rhodes College 
graduate, got his master’s at the 
University of Southern California. 
He spent most of his professional 
career on the West Coast, but for 
him, the Grind City will always be 
his first love.

“Memphis is my family,” he said.
Townsend hopes to use a portion 

of the first floor closer to Orleans 
Street, which he said was an exten-
sion added in the 1920s, as a show-
room for the antique store. On the 
second floor, he’s looking to turn it 
into an office or coworking space.

“It doesn’t look big until you get 
upstairs, and then you realize it,” 
he said. Townsend added that the 
short-term goal is to set up the an-
tique shop and provide office space. 
A longer-term goal is possibly turn-
ing the second floor into a boutique 
hotel.

The outside patio and adjacent 
building, which Townsend believes 
was a former kitchen due to the 
brick interior and spacing, will be 
turned into a testing kitchen for 
Memphis Marinades.

Townsend bought the seasoning 
company in November 2020. The 
company is partnering with Ingre-
dients Corp. of America to provide 
dry rubs and marinades for pro-
teins and everyday cooking.

Townsend said they’re looking 
to explore more air fryer options as 

sales for air fryers have increased. 
He believes there is a demand for 
better recipes there.

For now, the primary goal is to 
move his collection of relics into the 
building and begin the renovations. 
The first order of business is raising 
the foundation of the home — a pro-
cess that will take up to two years 
to complete. The entire $400,000 
renovation will take up to five years 
to complete, he said.

With the bookend properties in 
the Victorian Village, Townsend is 
hoping to help reactivate the block 
while bringing attention to the 
neighborhood’s history and help 
show it can still be a “crown jewel” 
for the city.

At the Lowenstein Mansion, he 
partnered with Salinas, California-
based artist John Cerney to help 
promote larger-than-life portraits 
of notable Memphis celebrities and 
musicians such as Aretha Franklin 
and Justin Timberlake.

Townsend said he’s looking to 
add more temporary art instal-
lations like this with his other 

historic properties and said Mem-
phis Heritage continues to work as 
an advisor on the project.

“It’s a great way to bring more 
attention to a part of town most 
people forget about,” Fox-Green-
berg said.

The goal for Townsend is to help 
bring both positive attention and 
vitality to a historic neighborhood 
as more and more residents will be-
gin to relocate there once Orleans 
Station is up and running. 

For him, Memphis continues to 
be a melting pot and a town where 
denizens coexist like so few other 
cities.

In an area where the 19th-cen-
tury housing sits across from its 
21st-century counterpart, he hopes 
a pair of historic homes can help 
provide a bridge.

“One thing about Memphis, you 
are interacting with everyone in the 
community,” he said.

David da Ponte-Cooper of Sowell 
Realty and John Cornes of Braden, 
Braden, & Braden LLC were the bro-
kers for the real estate transaction.
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Bill Townsend bought 707 Adams Ave., a historic home that dates back to 1852, for $725,000. 
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Developer to open antiques store in his second Victorian Village building
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